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Fig. 1.   Portrait of marsh gentians by Valerie Baines.  Her exhibition, opened in March 2007, featured paintings 
based on plants and views of the Forest.  The Forest has by far the largest population of this heathland species 
of anywhere in South East England.  Grazing reduces competition from other plants, especially grasses. 
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Table 1.   The importance of the Forest for breeding birds.  All are heathland species except Redstart and Wood 
Warbler.  Numbers (singing males or territories) are those reported for 2005 (except M2002; MM2004).  Source:  
Sussex Ornithological Society.��Complete county-wide�� ata for 2006 are not yet available. 
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Fig. 2.   Volunteers from Southview Close Day Service, Crowborough (ESCC Social Services) tackle a wall of 
rhododendron near the Forest Centre.  The Conservators are on course to controlling this highly invasive species 
within their target of five years.  Some 130 people undertook an array of voluntary work on the Forest in the year. 
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Fig. 3.   One of a set of new individual bye-law signage installed over the year (left) and a snow-capped car park 
sign (right) with an illustrated ‘visitor-friendly’ approach to the main bye-laws.  All signs now conform to a house-
style that also appears on the new website and in Ashdown Forest life. 
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Fig. 4.   Volunteers from Forest Row manning a Speed Indicator Device (SID) by the Forest Centre during the 
launch of the Slow Down – Give Space Campaign.  Three weeks of use of the SID reduced the mean speed of 
eastbound traffic from 46 to 41 mph and of westbound traffic from 45 to 42.  Three other sites were also manned. �
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Appendix 1.   Income and expenditure accounts for the year ended 31 March 2007; examined, unaudited 
accounts, as approved by the Board on 18 June 2007.  The overall excess of income over expenditure was 
£20,695.  The Total Reserves balance at 1 April 2007 stood at £188,300.  Pie-chart sectors follow the order of 
the items in the adjacent columns (starting at ‘12.00 o’clock’).  See p. 4. 
 

Income 2006-2007.  Total £605,296

ESCC

WDC

Ashdown Forest Trust

Friends of Ashdown Forest

Forest rates

Wayleaves

Commercial

Sundry income

Riding permits

Information Barn

Heathland grants (non HLS)

Forestry Commission

Heathland grants (HLS)

 
 

Expenditure 2006-2007.  Total £584,601 

Salaries

Administration

Transport, machinery & staff costs

Professional fees

Whitehouse Barn project

Input VAT disallowed

Information Barn & visitor
management

Woodland conservation

Heathland conservation (excluding
staff salaries)
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Appendix 2.   Membership of the Board of Conservators of Ashdown Forest in 2006-2007, and by whom elected 
or appointed. 
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Appendix 3.   Staffing complement of the Forest, 31 March 2007, with year of appointment to current post. 
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Fig. 5.   Some of the many hundreds who stood on Remembrance Day at the Airmans Grave, and the poppies 
and wreaths they left behind.  The event is getting bigger year by year, leading to logistic and medical problems.�
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