This summer was the wettest since recq ' 5
thoughts of last year’s hosepipe ban wej ; : H OW yO U Can h e I p
persistent rain fell across the Forest. 5

i e BECOME A VOLUNTEER
Play at the Royal Ashdo 5 Looking after the Forest is hard work mmwardimegnsel
Golf Club (pictured here : and we need all the help we can get!l@uesesam of v(
been a washout and so ; help run our Information Barn, assisteRanderslat we
roads became impassal practical tasks such as clearing rhodaitientedp and {
visitors seem to enjoy t s with wildlife surveys and generally geffigoalved. S
whatever the weather. 4 would like to help in any way, please get in touch.

The 20th July floods at Newbridge BECOME A FRIEND OF ASHDOWN FORES
ASthWﬂ Forest and Warfare Exhibition Anyone interested in our work of pregeeving the uni

We are planning a major exhibition onistiefobegtassm the Forest and warféttetbeneral landscape of Ashdown Forest should gansider becg
history of weapon manufacture, iron relikismod éxercises and manoeuvresinesur al Friend. Support from the Friends copfidbilites greatl
which still continues today. If you Isayiaingsiptis or other memories you techdriee on-going programme of capital expenébiure requireg
please contact us. essential items of equipment. The Fradkg]s also run

meetings and walks to encourage coreservation and
peaceful enjoyment of the Forest.

Some Friends and Volunteer dates for the diary | simply contact us for an application 4afit or downlo

Friday 19th OctobEriends AGM to be held at Nutley War NMpmorial Hall at from our website.

Tuesday 20th Novemtigre-Forest through the Ages” U AN dline e e ST e s
: ; : : perience stud
illustrated talk by Forest Ranger RidbyAlllaneMatrial Hall at 8pm (non Friends £5). this summer:Louise Crothall (Oxted School)

Thursday 6th Decem¥eiunteers Christmas party, 6.30 pmeftet theOffilemknow if you're corg@@iiah Stevens (Beacon Community College)
George Wallbank and Cassie Wilkins (Ilfnberhorne
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“Welcome to the Autumn issue D g e e e the bokgroum:
of Ashdown Forest Life

| hope you find it useful and informatteecoersiricate wit

all those who care passionately abodt theoErghetsiteapages CO m m u n | Catl O n

of Ashdown Forest Life, via our wehubiie,dcbnsudthtpn,
exhibitions at the Forest Centre andvitrehequuitéict
we are aiming to inform and also to listen.

As you are aware, we have recently emgabigedspeced@ing ir
“stakeholder mediation” to host a sesed wfiichatiberested pa
Since our last issue, | am afraid thelpeotlasualitbs has n¢ are encouraged to give their views te tBenserkatbrs, with a
improved. So far this year, Forest Rédingéhs1@%/damacasu duci = P hich fiyigatid

on local roads and, worryingly, althowghingwigesmwere to producing a Forest Plan which caagraed finjeatdes.
installed by East Sussex County Canrtbi apitimg A2Bualti

there have actually increased. ReceatigthsiPspeeding The draft consultation plan publistiearinnication is still a major proble
on the Hartfield Road, Forest Row danitigspeesthgpactivit March 2007, together with someé/éarye determined to continue with
responses, is available on the weltsitesss (details are on our website)
We are continuing with our long-termesigiedtigetcd ppecial www.ashdownforesfrom the Forisprove in this area but, as you will
heathland, clearing invasive scrub, ythouptteedrandhat Centre and these documents seapptediaistratis expensive and time-
threaten the habitat and yet ensurincptinanyasitibns peace 4 the work still to do in communicaiimgwuing. The main areas of conc
tranquillity of the Forest in the knowkregethairkieg toget! objectives to the wider public. Ogentinele to be the structure of the B
for its conservation. This summer, thenks thdtundinEnglal summer more than 300 people att&wiesbrvators (laid out by Act of
we have also commissioned work orhthEavédiife many stakeholder meetings in CrowbdPad@gment in 1974), the felling of tre
heathland pools, on determining theleattiamdamnaf Danehill, Forest Rmnpart of heathland conservation, tl
woodland as shown by recent aerial pbottigr @pblyeudogi Groombridge, Hafefiedthg and grazing of animals, the
features of the Forest (see p. 7). and Nutley and thenpact on walkers and their dogs, a
transcripts of thed@e problem with the increasing wild
Welcome to Louise Amos, our new sHepghdedaioafvaidr meetings are alsaleer population.
exciting and interesting appointmerind tuglssbemany off available.
will have a chance to meet her in theeékshcoming w Each of these concerns will be addr
We have listenedwdthin the Forest plan and it is vital t
Finally there are lots of events contipg yputhet Ireally enjd and have learnedveel@ontinue to engage everyone so

from these meetimys, aims and objectives are underst
Hew Prendergastrk To THE CONSERVATORS but it is clear thatand supported.



bk ) can't believe we're only 35 miles
from Hyde Park Borner

Autumn on
the Forest

Autumn is the best time for fungi. They are
perhaps the least known and most misunderstood
of all species, yet their ecological role is vital.

All we see are the ‘fruiting’ bodies, a few of

which — like cep, mushroom and chanterelle —
are edible (and delicious!). How good any

season is for finding them depends on weather.

Fruits of trees and shrubs are important food
sources at this time. Birds migrating south
build up their fat reserves while winter visitors,
like redwing and fieldfare, eat them on arrival
from Scandinavia and elsewhere. The jay

and grey squirrel collect and hide acorns and
chestnuts. Their bad memories result in the
trees of tomorrow!

Always keep your eye out for the unusual when
visiting the Forest. Here’s a rare day-time sighting
of a dormouse on a bird feeder near the Forest
Centre. This species has previously been found at
Chelwood Vachery and along Cackle Street where
there is plenty of hazel, a favoured food, but
unusually this new site has no hazel at all.
Like all dormice, this one will hibernate.
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Find the Flock

Yeaujcandind out more about Louise
dogs and sheep on the website and
following her blog (follow the links fr

The re-introduction of grazing ahimase@ained her degree in ec@%g}ga&age“wa ‘conservation, grazi
to the Forest in the 1990s has bé®emesh University having gro LJB?imtO_ sheep blog” and *find th
successful, but the fencing of thbsicastashire working with shefp&nto discover how she is getting
to be grazed was at the time expeaising working dogs. After tim&/8§&R0U might come across them
and controversial. abroad in the Falklands and ArdéhtRi§ase feel free to chat with her
working on grazing systems and/ b2 4igigy'e experiment and the effe:
A date for the diary-As part of the Higher Level Stewamgjsbip, she returned to take afa&gqéhland landscape. The areas
FRIDAY 26TH OCTOBRBgramme, therefore, we have disgidecatal to work with Englisi9feifgwill be clearly signed but ple
A sheep walk with Louise, her dogseénehthe gelional methods andihd\éatural England. put your dogs on a lead before
Dogs on leads welcome too! Come agehfinsledtsnepherd Louise Amos, her approaching the flock.
and enjoy the Forest with the animatsi®ReddgE Harry, Sally and Coiest had this real desire to tackle a _ _
together with her flock of 56 Heliviheton practical project after RB§Ii§g'S also a link on the website fi
sheep to graze unfenced areas afdik@d on the theory for so lon¢'&RE heep Society where yo
Forest for an experimental periodhefatitted this wonderful opportfiffyitt more about the breed.
years. During that time we will nsegsnesl absolutely ideal”, Louise said just
the effectiveness of this initiativebafmimsimbarking on her first dalheyriaile ideal for this environment
control areas where the sheep wilithdier flock. “I'm really lookingteywaittieat more of the purple moa
graze and report on the results. /beirg out on the Forest and raetingnd even bracken than other
under the spotlight with this pioreesiggne and explaining just haihugaleauieg the heather to flourish.
project and many other areas ofttieehmmthtand is and how vital itWéethitl wecourse be featuring Louis
will be looking at our results withpgoestt it. Also in the current atrfigspdéseusfs of Ashdown Forest Lifi
interest as will Natural England,incresssedtmnareness of all thingspgréseg’on the results. Look out as
organisations and other agencigsoandice to go back to using tréalitimal, meat and horn products to
land managers. methods to solve a modern prolblersgle at the Forest Centre.

Louise with her dogs, Rose, Harry and Coire. Sadly Rose was killed on the A22 recently whilst off duty.
Coire was injured in the same accident, but is reco vering well.




At the time of going to press on thisdddoejlFoestections are Louise with the flock
preventing the flock from grazing, bubyleesksitecitk any changes.

by Chelwood Vachery
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It is natural to think that the Forest ywhdsalwayddooked the same, but the truth is
it has changed dramatically and the diarehkasrgveadly diminished the heathland.

Woodland on Ashdown Forest based onsdstartem vario
From the graph illustrated here, Ydhilsasome may think that the rece

clearly see the dramatic increasgingreamme of clearing young trees
percentage of woodland cover oadhé has been excessive, in fact th
Forest since 1927. After the Secowversliatéa of woodland, now nearl
War in particular, woodland devel6p8dhectares, has declined by only
through reduced grazing by livesiducaaics! This on-going work is vi
depletion of the rabbit populatiorpcatecdthe priceless heathland herit
myxomatosis. In the last five yeaaad the understanding and support
however, you will see that we aremgimméngho loves the Forest is a

0 to succeed in preventing the losobjadutathfandhe immediate future.
1927 1947 1967 1977Y 1982 1992 2000 2005
ear

Woodland as % of survey area




A view of silver birch
on Broadstone Heath

Below: The heather in bloom
towards King's Standing

The history of the Forest is a fas®indlindknown archaeological sites of the
subject and one that we will be ¢mnéstulrye increased from 70 to nearly
to feature here and in future exhibifiombe new ones include a possible
(see p. 8) but we have recently 8vommerfoge round barrow, Romano-British
a major archaeological study to iidentifyrkitegs, medieval or post-medieval
of real historical value. Local arciagbogisturrow cultivation, pillow mounds
Chris Butler,working from mapsand extensive evidence of the use of the
photographs and archives, idenffitgdst &3 a training area in the First and
possible areas of interest. He th8edohoW&drid Wars — for example trench
this up with field assessments irsgstgmsctimrovered at Poundgate last winte
with Forest staff and, although tiWve ditl nohtinue to keep you informed on
allow for a complete survey of thkigesasting work both within these pages
added a further 192 sites. and on the website.

Diary Dates

& Events at the Forest Centre

Saturday 20th October onwards
Ashdown Forest Woodturners display and sale of work

Wednesday 24th October
Fungi Identification Day with ConseraatiimeQfficer Chris
11am-5pm, as part of the Ashdown Forest Food Festive

Thursday 25th October

Historical Cookery Day with 1066 Archagifothein assoc
East Sussex Archaeology and Museums Partnership, 1
as part of the Ashdown Forest Food Festival.

Friday 26th October
Sheep Walk with Louise (see page 4), 10am.
Current Foot and Mouth restrictions permitting.

Friday 26th October
Night creatures and spooky tales for Halloween.
Story-teller from Uckfield Public Library, 2pm.

Friday 26th October
“Bats are scary...NOT!"” A talk by Jenny Clark, 3pm.

Saturday and Sunday 15th/16th December
Ashdown Forest Christmas Fair with démiowstioiass by
Woodturners and the Sussex Guild of Sgirmesprand We

Details of all these events and how tiabledkaretbed-orest Centre.
When you call you might hear a new onie \Me e ‘pleased to
welcome Tracy Buxton to the office ays hop&ingeaetije Centre.
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